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Why is the entrance for the guests so small that they
must crawl and bow? ANSWER:
A) Only the master, who controls the tea room, can
enter through another main entrance.
B) Everybody can enter the tea room and enjoy equally
regardless of social status without bringing anything.
C) This small entrance means to isolate the spiritual
world of tea from the mundane world. (EEHH=)
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November’s EOC speaker was Chim Chan. He is a
40-year-old American researcher who works at
Osaka Metropolitan University.

In his talk, he shared with us his experience living
on Vanuatu island where he was conducting
Malaria-related activities in cooperation with
Japanese and Vanuatu leaders.

We learned interesting sociocultural aspects of
the island like the fact that there are three official
languages in Vanuatu: English, French, and Bislama.
Besides this, they have more than 100 local
languages which make communication unique. We
also learned about the commonly used symbolism on
the island. | was particularly interested to find out
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that the spiral in the center of

the national flag represents a

pig’s tusks, which are of high

value in Vanuatu. In fact, the

length of a tusk is closely related

to the owner’s Economic position

and therefore more likely to have a better social
placement in society.

Vanuatu is a beautiful place with a lot of wild nature
that makes it a unique destination. Besides that,
human interactions are fascinating and rewarding as
we can learn many from the locals. We are looking
forward to visiting Vanuatu and experiencing the
amazing culture! (Katherine Candray)
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Let’ s learn foreign language.
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