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In October the South San Francisco Sister Cities Association visited Kishiwada.
We chose October so we could attend the Danjiri Matsuri, and it did not disappoint.

A few of us had seen the Danjiri back in 2015 when we last visited Kishiwada but
all of us thoroughly enjoyed the viewing room we shared with the Mayor at Kumeda
Temple. Watching the carts coming down the street and racing into the Temple grounds
was exciting for us as it was for the hundreds of young men pulling the carts.

Later that night several of us got to go out of our hotel and see the carts decorat-

ed with lots of lanterns, very pretty.

We also got to visit the Fire Department, the Castle, Gofuso where we had the

Mayor's gift exchange.

The highlight of our visit was meeting our friends from the International Friend-
ship Association. We had fun learning Japanese calligraphy, a shopping experience and a

delicious dinner.

We then had to move on to Hiroshima sad for our time together to be over.
The IFA visited South San Francisco in 2018 and my group all agreed that next

year would be a good time to visit us again

Hope to see everyone in SSF in 2024.
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